INTO THE RACING TIDE          255

"Tom's matter has not been forgotten. You say there is
a subject, etc., etc., 'on which I intended to write but will
defer it' What do you allude to? I am careful to procure
all the critical notices of Typee which appear & transmit them
to you. The steamer which left Boston on the 1st inst will
bring me tidings from the U. S. as to the success of Typee
there. I am, with love and kisses to all,

"Affectionately, Your brother,

"GANSEVOORT MELVILLE."

With this letter, Gansevoort enclosed fourteen lines from
Act III, Scene I of Measure for Measure, beginning "Ah, but
to die." On May 12, he was dead. His countrymen celebrated
his decease. The Wisconsin, a newspaper published in Mil-
waukee, for example, published, on July i, a florid tribute to
his memory, declaring him "dear to the people of the West."
"And though he died young in years/' the Wisconsin goes on
to say, "for genius, thrilling eloquence and enlarged patriotism,
he was known to the people from Maine to Louisiana."

But already had Melville achieved a wider, if less beatified,
reputation. The notice that Typee attracted extended consid-
erably beyond either Maine or Louisiana. And its success
was none the less brilliant because it was in part a succes de
scandal. Christendom has progressed since 1846, and Typee
has, for present-day readers, lost its charm of indelicacy. Yet,
despite the violation of the proprieties of which Melville was
accused, Longfellow records in his journal for July 29, 1846:
"In the even ng we finished the first volume of Typee, a curi-
ous and interesting book with glowing descriptions of life in
the Marquesas" There is no indication that even Longfellow
found it discreet to omit any passages as he read Typee to his
family before the fire. It is to be remembered, however, that
in 1851 the Scarlet Letter was attacked as being nothing but
a deliberate attempt to attract readers by pandering to the
basest taste: "Is the French era actually begun in our litera-
ture?" a shocked reviewer asked.

The appearance of Omoo on January 30, 1847, augmented
Melville's notoriety, and contributed to his fame. Both Typeeonger within me as others fade.
